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        Environment
    




        
    
        Unions push back on Mayor Brandon Johnson’s plan to end natural gas connections
    




        
    A nearly nine-hour hearing of City Council’s Committee on Environmental Protection and Energy was a preview of a fight to come over Mayor Brandon Johnson’s proposed ordinance to end connections of carbon-dioxide producing natural gas.
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        Naperville teen, 2 others killed in avalanche near Swiss resort of Zermatt
    




        
    The avalanche occurred about 2 p.m. Monday in an off-piste area of the Riffelberg, above the resort and below the famed Matterhorn peak. Rescuers recovered three bodies and the injured skier, a 20-year-old Swiss man.
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        Janitors union rallies in Loop for better pay as contract deadline looms
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        Chicago Public Media announces 14 layoffs, end of Vocalo radio broadcast
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        Johnson’s failed Bring Chicago Home referendum gets boost from unlikely source
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        Off-duty Chicago police officer found dead in Northwest Side home
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                Making it a felony to violate an order of protection might keep domestic violence survivors safe
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                Illinoisans get bigger tax refunds than folks in most other states. This year, try to save it. 
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                Call it ‘Portal Combat’ — the real madness of college basketball’s postseason
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        Attorney General Merrick Garland, in Chicago, announces $78 million in federal grants for violence prevention
    




        
    Merrick Garland said the new funding represents a “doubling down” by the Justice Department for programs that began two years ago to counter a surge in gun violence.
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        Mayor Johnson seeks more than $150M in TIF assistance for La Salle Street revamp
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        USC quarterback Caleb Williams visits Halas Hall in latest step toward likely union
    




        
    As has been the case for months, Williams is expected to be the No. 1 overall pick when the Bears draft on April 25.
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        Is it safe to ask if Paige Bueckers, not Caitlin Clark, is the best player in women’s college basketball?
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        Cubs’ bullpen fills in for Justin Steele in 9-8 win over Rockies
    




        


        
    
        
                        [month] [day], [year], [hour]:[minute][ampm] [timezone]
                         
                    
                


    




        

    




                                        
                                    
                                

                            
                        
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
    
        

    

    
        
    
        Bulls
    




        
    
        A difficult conversation coming? Not likely with this Bulls organization
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        How Blackhawks rookie star Connor Bedard is drawing more penalties
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        Helen Hunt, ‘The Color Purple’ heading to Goodman Theatre for 2024-2025 season
    




        
    Four world or Chicago premiere productions are among the lineup for the theater’s 99th season.
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        Chance the Rapper, Kirsten Corley divorcing after 5 years of marriage
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        4 Chicago restaurants, chefs among 2024 James Beard Award finalists
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        Larger-than-life butterfly sculptures coming to Chicago’s parks this summer
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        Driver fleeing traffic stop in Auburn Gresham hits cyclist 
    




        
    Police stopped a car about 3:15 p.m. Friday in the 700 block of West 87th Street. As police approached, the car drove off, hitting a cyclist. The cyclist was listed in critical condition at a hospital.
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        Biden faces protest over his support for Israel during White House meeting
    




        
    Chicago-area doctor Thaer Ahmad, who has treated patients in Gaza, walked out of a meeting of Muslim leaders Tuesday in protest of the administration’s continued support of Israel.
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        Netflix ‘Ripley’ remake miscalculates on actors’ ages
    




        
    Series looks great, but casting men in their 40s as the callow expats hurts the story.
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        16-year-old boy charged in Rogers Park mass shooting 
    




        
    The teen boy was arrested Tuesday in Edgewater. He allegedly “targeted” and opened fire on a group in Pottawattomie Park on Feb. 25. One person was killed and three others wounded in the attack.
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        Recent cold weather won’t harm your plants, but take precautions if chill worsens
    




        
    Gardening pros say warm winters have led to early spring blooms in the Chicago area. Delicate flowers should be kept warm if temps linger below 20 degrees.
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        Rockies-Cubs delayed by inclement weather
    




        
     The team set 7 p.m. for the new start time.
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        Cubs’ Garrett Cooper already taking advantage of Wrigley Field power alleys
    




        
    Notes: Jameson Taillon is set to make minor-league rehab start.
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        ‘Small number’ of tuberculosis infections detected at migrant shelters, says city health department
    




        
    The Chicago Department of Public Health would not reveal the number of TB cases or identify shelters. A health department spokesperson said, “I would not characterize this as an outbreak.”
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        Gala to support migrant housing that provides ‘safe places’ amid shelter evictions
    




        
    The Bienvenidos A Casa gala on Saturday will support housing that has provided solace for newly arrived migrants.
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        Will Chicago area’s cherry blossom trees bloom? Depends on upcoming weather, experts say
    




        
    Jackson Park’s cherry blossom trees did not reach full bloom last year. Plant experts say weather is a determining factor.
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        Bears great Steve McMichael hospitalized, released
    




        
    He was diagnosed with a urinary tract infection and released Wednesday night.
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        LSU star Angel Reese declares for WNBA Draft, says, ‘I didn’t want to be basic’
    




        
    The “Bayou Barbie,” who is known for her eyelash extensions, painted nails and ferocious play in the paint, formally declared for the draft two days after the Tigers’ season ended with a loss to Caitlin Clark and Iowa in the Elite Eight round of the women’s NCAA Tournament.
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        3 charged in Easter weekend shooting that killed 16-year-old boy, wounded 3 in Austin 
    




        
    Ronnie Allen, 19, Knowledge Lemons, 21, and Lamont Dixon, 23, were taken into custody while attempting to flee the scene of the shooting, according to Chicago police. 
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        NASCAR In Chicago
    




        
    
        City officials and NASCAR unveil traffic plans for July 2024 street race
    




        
    The setup and breakdown of the race course was reduced from 25 days in 2023 to 19 days this year, officials said.




        
    
        
                By Mary Norkol
            
                        [month] [day], [year], [hour]:[minute][ampm] [timezone]
                         
                    
                


    




        

    




                        
                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
    
    
            
                

            
        

        
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    


        
        
    [image: Museum of Science and Industry.] 










    

    
        
    
        Chicago
    




        
    
        Museum of Science and Industry closed Wednesday to move military artifacts
    




        
    People who have booked tickets for the museum can get a refund or rebook their reservation.
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        Braves-White Sox postponed because of weather
    




        
    Officials called the game Wednesday because of rain and snow. It will be played June 27 instead.
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        Scholarships for early childhood educators deserve more state funding
    




        
    Gov. Pritzker’s proposed FY25 budget includes significant investments in young learners and early childhood, but not nearly enough for the Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity, a program to help educators get degrees and credentials.
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        RFK Jr. appeals to the MAGA crowd. Will he draw votes from Trump?
    




        
    Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is likely going to take votes away from Donald Trump as he echoes the former president, alleging not one but two presidential elections were stolen. Worse, RFK said that we shouldn’t make “pariahs” of people who say elections are stolen.
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        Outdoors
    




        
    
        Dream of big muskies? Heidecke Lake might be the place
    




        
    Heidecke Lake, the former cooling lake near Morris, has been a underutilized gem of muskie fishing in Illinois; but that changes as more anglers target muskie, as well as walleye, crappie, hybrid striped bass and bass.
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        Food and Restaurants
    




        
    
        Dan Pashman created a new shape of pasta, and his new cookbook expands pasta’s possibilities
    




        
    Pashman — a James Beard Award winner and Webby Award-winning podcaster behind The Sporkful — got to work creating mind-bending pasta dishes,.
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        Other Views
    




        
    
        Look for Chicago’s pension mess to become worse. That’s a bad sign for taxpayers.
    




        
    The city took in big tax revenues from federal COVID-19 bailouts, but Chicago’s pension shortfall still grew by $10 billion over the last five years. The warnings about a pension crisis will get worse as the COVID money runs dry.




        
    
        
                By Ted Dabrowski, Joshua Bandoch, and 2 more
            
                        [month] [day], [year], [hour]:[minute][ampm] [timezone]
                         
                    
                


    




        

    




                        
                    

                
            
        

    

    

    





            

        
        
            
                
[bookmark: html-embed-module-8b0000] 



[bookmark: html-embed-module-100000]



[bookmark: html-embed-module-8b0000] 





            

        
    




[bookmark: html-embed-module-a20000] 



[bookmark: container-2-column-fe0000]
    
        
            
                [bookmark: list-850000]
    
        

        
    


    
    




    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
    
    
            
                

            
        

        
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    


        
        
    [image: ] 










    

    
        
    
        Editorials
    




        
    
        The youngest victims of gun violence deserve extra efforts to bring justice
    




        
    Mateo Zastro was 3 when he was gunned down. His murder, and dozens of other murders of children, remain unsolved. 
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        Dear Abby: The farmstead I bought came with a morbid surprise
    




        
    After the deal is done, seller reveals that his father’s body has been decomposing out back for decades, and the skull is still there.




        
    
        
                By Abigail Van Buren
            
                        [month] [day], [year], [hour]:[minute][ampm] [timezone]
                         
                    
                


    




        

    




                        
                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
    
    
            
                

            
        

        
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    


        
        
    [image: Italian Minestrone Soup] 










    

    
        
    
        Recipes
    




        
    
        Minestrone — the Italian soup for all seasons
    




        
    Always be sure to include a hunk of cheese rind to simmer and impart umami richness in the broth.
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        Movies and TV
    




        
    
        17th century social climbers canoodle their way to power in lush Starz series ‘Mary & George’
    




        
    Julianne Moore excels as a ruthlessly ambitious mom guiding her son into an affair with the promiscuous but paranoid king.
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        Horoscope for Wednesday, April 3, 2024
    




        


        
    
        
                By Georgia Nicols
            
                        [month] [day], [year], [hour]:[minute][ampm] [timezone]
                         
                    
                


    




        

    




                        
                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
    
    
            
                

            
        

        
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    


        
        
    [image: Colorado Rockies v Chicago Cubs] 










    

    
        
    
        Cubs
    




        
    
        Javier Assad’s performance vs. Rockies sets up Cubs well for win Tuesday, bullpen day Wednesday
    




        
    The Cubs announced Luke Little would open the series finale against the Rockies.
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        Taiwan’s strongest earthquake in nearly 25 years damages buildings and causes a small tsunami
    




        
    Taiwan’s earthquake monitoring agency gave the magnitude as 7.2. It struck about 18 kilometers south-southwest of Hualien and was about 35 kilometers deep.
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        Blackhawks
    




        
    
        Petr Mrazek makes 49th start, tying career high, but Blackhawks fall to Islanders
    




        
    Mrazek has been durable and stellar for the Hawks all season and has now matched his career high in starts, set way back in 2015-16. The veteran goalie was solid again Tuesday, but the Islanders rallied to edge the Hawks 2-1.
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