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        Sky high: Solar eclipse ‘holiday’ sparks exhilaration and emotions across Chicago, southern Illinois
    




        
    With sunny skies and a high of 71 degrees, students, workers and families across Chicago took a break from their daily routines to marvel at the partial eclipse. Tinley Park resident made the trip downstate to view the total eclipse. “I don’t know how to describe it other than just the word ‘wow,’” King said.
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    [image: Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle, from left, Mayor Brandon Johnson and Rep. Danny Davis, D-Ill., greet President Joe Biden as he arrives at the Soldier Field landing zone aboard Marine One before attending a campaign fundraiser on Monday.] 
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        Biden visits Chicago for fundraiser after pitching student loan relief in Wisconsin
    




        
    Pro-Palestinian protesters greeted Biden outside the Drake Hotel on the Gold Coast, where the president had a campaign meeting before making remarks at the fundraiser. 
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        Chicago officials to release video showing fatal police shooting in Humboldt Park
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        Chicago man released from prison after serving 11 years for a murder he did not commit
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        Art at CTA Red Line stations in Edgewater, Uptown unveiled as part of reconstruction
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    [image: Cook County Clerk Karen Yarbrough wears a botanical print top as she speaks into a microphone at a podium.] 
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                        [month] [day], [year], [hour]:[minute][ampm] [timezone]
                         
                    
                


    




        

    




                                            
                                        
                                    

                                
                            
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    

                

            

        

    
    

[bookmark: list-fa0001]
    
        
            More Solar Eclipse 2024 Coverage

        

        
    


    
    




    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
    
    
            
                

            
        

        
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    


        
        
    [image: The moon covers 94% of the sun above Chicago during a partial solar eclipse on Monday, April 8.]







    

    
        


        
    
        Solar eclipse 2024: Live updates from Chicago and beyond
    




        
    On Monday afternoon, a total solar eclipse will halt the day in its tracks as millions of people tilt their heads to the sky. Follow updates on the eclipse, traffic impacts and reactions from residents.




        
    
        
                By WBEZ and Chicago Sun-Times staff
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    [image: Total Solar Eclipse BusinessesFILE - Viewers use special glasses to watch from San Antonio, as the moon moves in front of the sun during an annular solar eclipse, or ring of fire, Oct. 14, 2023. The total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024 may be weeks away but businesses are ready for the celestial event with oodles of special eclipse glasses for sale, along with T-shirts and other souvenirs. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File) ORG XMIT: NYPM508]
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        Want to see the solar eclipse in Chicago? Here’s what to know, where to go
    




        
    The Chicago area will experience a partial eclipse on April 8. Downstate, Carbondale will be in the path of totality, in which the view of the moon completely blocks the sun, for the second time in 10 years.
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    [image: Eliana Samson, 11, who is on vacation with her family from Toronto, looks up at the sun through binoculars at Adler Planetarium’s Eclipse Fest during the solar eclipse, Aug. 21, 2017. | Ashlee Rezin/Sun-Times]
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        Stars align for clear skies in Chicago for Monday’s solar eclipse
    




        
    Monday’s forecast for Chicago is “looking to be really good,” the National Weather Service said, with mostly sunny skies and a high near 66 degrees. Downstate Carbondale, in the eclipse’s path of totality, should have good visibility as well, meteorologists said. 
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        Use these tips to photograph the eclipse and avoid damaging your phone or camera
    




        
    Most phone cameras automatically adjust exposure, making eclipse photography difficult with only 4 minutes. Taking more test shots in the days before the eclipse will save time.




        
    
        
                By Vanessa Lopez
            
                        [month] [day], [year], [hour]:[minute][ampm] [timezone]
                         
                    
                


    




        

    




                            
                        
                    
                

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
    
    
            
                

            
        

        
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    


        
        
    [image: IMG_2930.jpg]







    

    
        
    
        Columnists
    




        
    
        Skip the eclipse (or don’t)
    




        
    With the media chorus urging you in close harmony to ogle Monday’s solar eclipse, here’s some rare official permission to ignore the whole thing.
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        From Krispy Kreme to SunChips, more and more companies roll out total solar eclipse promotions
    




        
    The doughnut maker will partner with Oreo on an eclipse-themed product. Delta and Southwest airlines are offering flights in the path of totality, and a special MoonPie will be on shelves.
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        Chicago-area solar eclipse hunters plan trek south to take in totality: ‘You have to experience it’
    




        
    An estimated 100,000 to 200,000 people are expected to descend on southern Illinois, where the eclipse’s path of totality will pass early Monday afternoon. Southern Illinois University is holding a four-day party.
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    [image: Total Solar Eclipse BusinessesFILE - Viewers use special glasses to watch from San Antonio, as the moon moves in front of the sun during an annular solar eclipse, or ring of fire, Oct. 14, 2023. The total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024 may be weeks away but businesses are ready for the celestial event with oodles of special eclipse glasses for sale, along with T-shirts and other souvenirs. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File) ORG XMIT: NYPM508]
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        Warby Parker offering free solar eclipse-viewing glasses
    




        
    The glasses will be available at all Warby Parker locations while supplies last starting Monday until the day of the eclipse April 8. 
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        Staring at solar eclipse can damage your eyes for months if you don’t use protection, Chicago doctors say
    




        
    Doctors say looking at the April 8 eclipse without approved solar glasses — which are many times darker than sunglasses — can lead to retinal burns and can result in blind spots and permanent vision loss. 
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        White Sox
    




        
    
        Solar eclipse aligned for White Sox at Guardians home opener
    




        
    The White Sox are the Cleveland Guardians’ guests for their home opener at Progressive Field on April 8, which means the visitors will have front-row seats for a rare phenomenon — a total solar eclipse.
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        Cloudy skies in Chicago area could impede view of the solar eclipse 
    




        
    A storm is expected to move from the southern Rockies to the Midwest Sunday and may leave some lingering clouds Monday. 
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    [image: Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle, from left, Mayor Brandon Johnson and Rep. Danny Davis, D-Ill., greet President Joe Biden as he arrives at the Soldier Field landing zone aboard Marine One before attending a campaign fundraiser on Monday.] 
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        Biden visits Chicago for fundraiser after pitching student loan relief in Wisconsin
    




        
    Pro-Palestinian protesters greeted Biden outside the Drake Hotel on the Gold Coast, where the president had a campaign meeting before making remarks at the fundraiser. 
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    [image: Ald. Timmy Knudsen answers questions during a 43rd Ward candidate forum at Lincoln Park High School in Lincoln Park last week.] 
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        Art at CTA Red Line stations in Edgewater, Uptown unveiled as part of reconstruction
    




        


        
    
        
                        [month] [day], [year], [hour]:[minute][ampm] [timezone]
                         
                    
                


    




        

    




                                        
                                    
                                

                            
                        
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
    
        

    

    
        
    
        Education
    




        
    
        Efforts to improve financial literacy education in Illinois gain traction
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        UConn dominates Purdue 75-60 to win back-to-back national championships
    




        
    The Huskies win its sixth title overall and becomes the first repeat champion since Billy Donovan’s Florida teams won in 2006-07.
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        Cubs reliever Julian Merryweather diagnosed with stress fracture in his rib
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    [image: Visitors take in artist Wole Lagunju’s paintings during Expo Chicago in 2023.] 










    

    
        
    
        Art
    




        
    
        How to see the art, buy the artwork and hear from the artists at this week’s Expo Chicago
    




        
    It’s the first edition of the Navy Pier festival under new owners with the clout to lure more galleries from around the world.
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        Country star Morgan Wallen arrested, allegedly threw chair off Nashville bar roof
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        Art at CTA Red Line stations in Edgewater, Uptown unveiled as part of reconstruction
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        In riveting Court production, ‘Rosencrantz and Guildenstern’ captures worries, wit of Hamlet’s stooges 
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        Horoscope for Monday, April 8, 2024
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        Cubs
    




        
    
        Cubs blow eight-run lead in loss to Padres to open series in San Diego
    




        
    The Padres scored seven of their nine runs in one inning. 
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        Horoscope for Tuesday, April 9, 2024
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        Israel-Hamas War
    




        
    
        Local aid workers say Israeli strike on World Central Kitchen workers caused ‘chilling effect’ on aid efforts
    




        
    The seven World Central Kitchen workers killed April 1 are among the more than 220 humanitarian workers who have been killed in the conflict, according to the U.N.
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        Cubs’ offense rolling entering West Coast road trip, leadership garnering praise
    




        
    Entering play Monday, the Cubs had scored 58 runs, good for No. 6 in MLB.
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        2 women wounded in Englewood shooting
    




        
    Two women, 19 and 20, were crossing the street in the 6000 block of South Racine Avenue about 8:40 p.m. Monday when a man shot at them, police said.
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        Heavy traffic fails to cast shadow over eclipse travel experience: ‘It was 100% worth the trip’
    




        
    A few hours after the total eclipse brought thousands of spectators to downstate Illinois, traffic remained heavy on some interstates. 
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        Man wounded in Auburn Gresham shooting
    




        
    An 18-year-old man was in the 7700 block of South Honore Street about 5:48 p.m. when someone shot him in the left side of his chest, police said. He was taken to Christ Medical Center in critical condition.
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        America’s love affair with fiery flavors continues to grow
    




        
    Obsessive fan bases have formed around spicy condiments like chili paste, Sriracha, harissa paste and chili crisp. 
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        Entertainment and Culture
    




        
    
        Latino artists audition for casting directors in push to promote diversity on stage and screen
    




        
    Participants in the open casting call in Chicago had three minutes to perform anything they wanted in front of representatives from local theater and talent agencies. 
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    [image: Duane Short, wearing a blue shirt, views the beginning of the eclipse through his eclipse glasses next to a camera and tripod set to take photos and a blooming dogwood at War Bluff Valley Wildlife Sanctuary.] 










    

    
        
    
        Outdoors
    




        
    
        Nature dared not disappoint as southern Illinois experiences its second recent solar eclipse
    




        
    As darkness descended Monday in the path of totality, the air cooled, a bullfrog hummed a bass line, and birds of all kinds called out to mark the occasion.
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        La Voz Chicago
    




        
    
        Trabajadores de tortillería de Chicago cantan victoria; regresan a trabajar luego de ser despedidos

    




        
    Los trabajadores de Authentico Foods dijeron que los despidos era una represalia por haberse organizado y quejarse de las condiciones de trabajo.
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        Marquee Sports Network hires Chicago-area native Diane Penny as general manager
    




        
    Penny joins Marquee at a challenging time. Regional sports networks across the country have dealt with the effects of cord-cutting and the emergence of streaming.
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        White Sox
    




        
    
        Some, but not all, White Sox take in spectacular total eclipse
    




        
    The eclipse was the thing — the Sox were the guests — for the Guardians’ home opener.
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        Blackhawks
    




        
    
        Blackhawks send Wyatt Kaiser to Rockford as season begins winding down
    




        
    The Hawks have just five games left in the season — against the Blues, Predators, Hurricanes, Golden Knights and Kings — and their front office’s focus has begun shifting toward prospects playing high-stakes games in the AHL and elsewhere.
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        White Sox
    




        
    
        White Sox’ John Brebbia lands on injured list; Jared Shuster recalled from Charlotte
    




        
    Tanner Banks starts as the opener Monday against the Guardians.
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    [image: Mourners embrace each other outside Peterson Plaza in Edgewater, Wednesday, March 13, 2024, after a woman was stabbed and an 11-year-old boy was fatally wounded, according to police. | Pat Nabong/Sun-Times] 










    

    
        
    
        Letters to the Editor
    




        
    
        Felony upgrades won’t make domestic violence victims safer
    




        
    Making it a felony to violate an order of protection will have unintended consequences. It is already an uphill battle to get Chicago police and Cook County state’s attorneys to charge violations of protection orders.
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        College Sports
    




        
    
        South Carolina is unanimous No. 1 in final AP Top 25 women’s basketball poll
    




        
    Iowa was a unanimous choice at No. 2, the Hawkeyes’ best finish since they were also second in the final poll of 1988. 




        
    
        
                By Associated Press
            
                        [month] [day], [year], [hour]:[minute][ampm] [timezone]
                         
                    
                


    




        

    




                        
                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
    
    
            
                

            
        

        
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    


        
        
    [image: Atlanta Braves' Hank Aaron (44) breaks Babe Ruth's record for career home runs as he hits No. 715 off Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Al Downing in the fourth inning of a baseball game at Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium in Atlanta, Ga., April 8, 1974.] 
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        On the 50th anniversary of Hank Aaron’s 715th home run, his closest friends remember his legacy
    




        
    Aaron broke the most sacred record in all of sports at 9:07 p.m. ET, driving a 1-0 fastball over the outstretched glove of Bill Buckner, landing in Atlanta reliever Tom House’s glove in the bullpen.
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    [image: Loyola’s Donovan Robinson (1) is taken down by Brother Rice’s Daniel Terri (82). ] 
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        Loyola’s Donovan Robinson and Lincoln-Way East’s Jonas Williams piling up scholarship offers
    




        
    Robinson has more than a dozen Division I offers, including Power Five schools Virginia, Arizona and Iowa State.
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        Jerry Grote, 1969 Miracle Mets’ catcher, dies at 81
    




        
    A two-time All-Star, Grote played 16 major league seasons and batted .252 with 39 homers and 404 RBIs.
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        Blackhawks
    




        
    
        Calder Trophy race between Blackhawks’ Connor Bedard, Wild’s Brock Faber reaching its climax
    




        
    The top two candidates for the NHL’s Rookie of the Year award faced each other head-to-head Sunday, but the outcome did nothing to quiet the raging debate.
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    [image: Kayakers manuever to avoid Chicago River tour boats. An explosion of river traffic in recent summers is causing safety concerns. | Mark Brown/Sun-Times] 










    

    
        
    
        Other Views
    




        
    
        Chicago’s waterways will be cleaner under a little-noticed new permit system
    




        
    It’s a major development in a decades-long process to improve water quality in our Chicago River system and have a positive impact for people and wildlife.
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        Dear Abby
    




        
    
        Dear Abby: Relative harasses me by giving books pushing his politics
    




        
    Obnoxious brother-in-law on the other end of the spectrum ignores tactful requests to knock off the taunting.
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        Cubs
    




        
    
        Weather aside, everything clicks for Cubs in 8-1 win over Dodgers
    




        
    Shota Imanaga continued his strong start before rain ended his day, and the Cubs finished a 5-1 homestand.




        
    
        
                By Brian Sandalow
            
                        [month] [day], [year], [hour]:[minute][ampm] [timezone]
                         
                    
                


    




        

    




                        
                    

                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
    
    
            
                

            
        

        
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    


        
        
    [image: Craig Counsell] 










    

    
        
    
        Cubs
    




        
    
        Cubs manager Craig Counsell stresses caution with pitchers early in the season
    




        
    Unfortunately, one of the biggest storylines early in the 2024 season has been the rash of pitchers suffering significant elbow injuries.
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        Garrett Crochet says it’s time for White Sox to get angry
    




        
    Crochet allowed two runs in five innings in the Sox’ latest defeat.
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        College Sports
    




        
    
        UConn or Purdue? Men’s NCAA title game definitely got the best-two-teams thing right
    




        
    March Madness finale is the very matchup a Sun-Times scribe predicted it would be. Wait a minute — did that genius really pick the Boilermakers over the Huskies?
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        Man critically injured in Chatham shooting
    




        
    Two men were arguing Sunday night at a residence in the 8700 block of South Cottage Grove Avenue when one of them shot the other multiple times, police said. 
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        One person killed, 1 injured in I-55 crash
    




        
    Three people were changing a tire on the shoulder of southbound Interstate 55 Sunday evening when a pickup truck struck two of them.
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